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nered man as ever scuttled ship or cut a throat;" and aft
the usual compliments, disclosed his real business. " Could w*
see our way to registering him as a British subject ? "   Xh
fact was, as he explained, that his enemies were gettin
quite troublesome to him now, over the crimes thev said
he had committed ; and if we could oblige him in this then
he would be entitled to Consular protection, and that would
give him a clean slate.   As usual, in return for that favour
he would cheerfully undertake the removal of any enemies
of ours whom we named.
We could only regret our inability to do him the service
. asked, and explain that there was really nobody whom we
wished to have murdered ; a statement which in the light
of our known relations to our neighbours was received with
an incredulity that was courteous, but quite undisguised '
In the interests'of science, however, we had to put one
further question. " 0 Agha, that thing which your enemies
say of you concerning those fifteen murders; is it true
at all ? " .
" 0 Effendim," he answered coolly ; " they were all of
them my enemies but two. And one of them was a Jew
who had looked at my womankind."
We could not come to an understanding, but we parted
the best of friends.*
As for the Christian villagers, they of course welcomed
the arrival of what promised protection, and refused to
believe any disclaimers of political power and aims. " Now
we shall be able to send out our sheep to the far pastures/'
they proclaimed. To do so previously would have been
a mere invitation to cattle-raiders, which they would not
have been slow to accept!
The person who was most to be pitied in the whole matter
was the unfortunate Governor of Amadia. He had to veil
under a decent show of politeness the disgust that he must
have felt over the advent of a nuisance whom he was bound
to protect; and a critic whom he could not turn out, or
. r; * The writer was recounting this anecdote at a meeting after his return
^$o England when an old gentleman in the audience was overheard to
"rwisH^in a scandalized voice : " Tut, tut, tut; why didn't he give him